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Hurricane Season runs from June 1 through Nov. 30. The City’s Hurricane Preparedness 
webpage provides valuable information on how to be prepared. For details, log on to 

http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/fire-rescue/hurricane-preparedness. 
 
Fort Lauderdale Cares! On April 29, more than 370 volunteers turned out to complete 33 
different grass-roots projects, which included painting homes and buildings, collecting 
garbage, removing graffiti, planting trees, enhancing streets and roadways, cleaning up the 
beach, donating clothing and books, and more. If you are interested in the City’s volunteer 
opportunities, please call our Neighbor Volunteer Office at 954-828-5568.  
 
First Neighbor Leadership Academy graduates 20 of our neighbors! The Office of 

Neighbor Support in the City Manager’s Office has graduated the fledgling class of the City’s Neighbor Leadership 
Academy. Graduates received Certificates of Completion during the City Commission Meeting on May 2. I would like 

to acknowledge several District IV residents who earned this distinction: ESTHEL BRENNAN - Riverside Park, 
MARIE MCLAUGHLIN - Tarpon River, YELKA MIKOLJI - Lauderdale Isles, PAMELA MILLER - Harbordale, SHERRI SLOAN - 
Croissant Park, SAMANTHA THOMAS - Shady Banks, and WENDY BALLANTINE WILLS - Edgewood. See 
http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments/city-manager-s-office/office-of-neighbor-support/neighbor-leadership-
academy. 
 
2016 Neighbor Survey Results – On May 2, we learned the results of the latest neighbor survey. One finding was 

that City services that should receive the most emphasis from City leaders in the next two years include 1) overall 
flow of traffic, 2) maintenance of streets, sidewalks, and infrastructure, and 3) how well the City is preparing for the 
future. See https://fortlauderdale.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3033017&GUID=428EE8FB-0ABF-4289-

9093-033507B6E11E for the full report and presentation to the Commission. 
 
Vacation Rentals Legislative Update – After narrowly passing the Florida House, a plan that would have limited 
the ability of local governments to regulate short-term vacation rentals died Friday night, May 5, in the Florida 

Senate. Lawmakers finished most of their work Friday without the Senate taking up the bill (HB 425). 
 
Joint City/County Commission Workshop – On May 9, we had a Joint Workshop with the Broward County Board 
of County Commissioners to discuss such topics as 1) homelessness, 2) the Convention Center expansion, 3) a 

combined City/County Campus to streamline operations, and 4) workforce housing. In a nutshell: 1) The County 
was opposed to the idea of housing the homeless at the old stockade on Powerline Road that was previously used as 
a detention center for nonviolent offenders. Apparently, the stockade is the only recourse if overcrowding requires 
the County to find more jail space. 2) Relocating the Convention Center to Downtown Fort Lauderdale was generally 
considered unrealistic, could cost $1 billion, and could impact historic Sailboat Bend in the proposed location. Traffic 
solutions for SE 17th Street included a renewed effort to seek funding for a bypass road. 3) For the City/County 

Campus, a possible location would be the County’s Main Bus Terminal area. 4) We are falling short of our workforce 
housing goal for the Downtown area, and we need to encourage developers to include such housing in their 
projects. For a video of the workshop, see http://broward.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=3&clip_id=2993.  

 
2017 Community Appearance Awards – May 11 was our 39th Annual Community Appearance Awards Ceremony, 
and District IV was well represented among the winners … again! Property of the Year was awarded to the GRIND 

COFFEE PROJECT in Tarpon River; it also won for Best Renovation of a Restaurant. Best New Construction of a Single-
family Residence (<1,500 sf) went to the BURGESS RESIDENCE in Edgewood, and Best Renovation of a Multi-family 
Residence – High Rise (11 stories or more) went to AMARAY LAS OLAS in Beverly Heights. Best New Construction – 
Special Projects was awarded to the EISENHOWER BOULEVARD PORT ENTRYWAY. Best New Construction – Commercial Low 
Rise was earned by the LAUDERDALE BMW MINI SERVICE FACILITY in Poinciana Park. Best New Construction – Sustainable 

Excellence was awarded to KINETIC BIRDS OF PORT EVERGLADES. Best Renovation of Municipal Facilities/Parks and 
Recreation went to HORTT PARK IMPROVEMENTS in Shady Banks, and Best Renovation – Special Projects went to SERV-A-
THON for SNYDER PARK BEAUTIFICATION in Edgewood. Congratulations To All! 
 
FLL Aircraft Noise Study – Broward County has recently launched the website, http://www.fllpart150.com, for the 
new Part 150 Noise Compatibility Planning Study. The website includes the meeting schedule, FAQs, and a link for 
submitting comments online, among other useful features. 
 
LauderWorks – The City’s new website, http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/LauderWorks, maps out public works 
projects citywide. There’s a clickable map with a pull-down feature, providing the project title, detailed project 
description, location, project phase, budget amount, Commission District, and managing department. The clickable 
map is color-coded to indicate the type of project, such as bridges, canals, parks, roadway improvements, seawalls, 
stormwater, water, and sewer. LauderWorks compliments our LauderStreet website, which provides information 
about road closures, partial road closures, and special events at http://gis.fortlauderdale.gov/lauderstreet.  
 
 Special thanks to everyone who attended Sergeant Jack Lokeinsky’s Memorial Service on May 22. A 29-year officer 

with FLPD and head of the Fraternal Order of Police union, Jack died of pancreatic cancer on May 11. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 My City Hall Office Hours are Mondays from 4 - 5:30 PM and Tuesdays from 9 AM - Noon (in non-Commission weeks). To 
schedule a meeting or sign up to receive this newsletter and other information about what’s going on in the City, contact 
MJ Matthews at 954-828-5028 or mmatthews@fortlauderdale.gov. 
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